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• Use of EAS for ‘Major’ Floods
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What’s New from the NWSWhat’s New from the NWS

• On-Line Weather Educational 
Slide Shows

– Just Getting Started

– Local Topics
• Pacific NW Wind Storms

• Puget Sound Convergence 
Zone

• Pineapple Express

• Heat Waves

– Less Than 15 Min Long

– Great For Home, Work, the 
Classroom

– weather.gov/seattle
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• Emergency Alert System 
(EAS) Use in ‘Major’ Floods

– Revised EAS Activation

• Based on Lessons Learned 
2006-07 Winter

• ‘Major’ Flood Category Is 
Forecast

• Now In Effect

• Consistent with Oregon

• Used 4 Times in the Early 
Dec Storm Event
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Fully Localized Atmospheric Research Environment
FLARE

Desktop Weather Display System
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Application         http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/wrh/ssd/flare.msi
Documentation   http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/wrh/ssd/index-flare.html

- 5 separate panels
- Observational data
- Local zone forecasts

- Icons
- Ticker

- Looping images
- Warning display

- Customize to your needs
- Great for Kiosks, EOCs,
desktops, etc
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GoToMeetingGoToMeeting

• Interactive on-line weather briefings

• Action item from the Governor’s AAR

All 4 Wash NWS offices now in use

• Tested 2006-07 winter season

• Ability for the “briefer” to display their PC 
desktop remotely to everyone else

• Operates best with high speed Internet

• Used many times this winter

– Examples
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E-WarnE-Warn
• Automatic Email Notification

• Can send to cell phone (via email)

• Set up for single or multiple counties

• Just need your desired email address and type of 
messages you wish to receive
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Storm-based Warnings
October 1, 2007
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County Based (now)
Storm-Based (Oct 1st)

• Improved graphical warning displays
THE SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WILL BE 
NEAR...LEAVENWORTH BY 410 PM PDT
LAT...LON 4746 12105 4740 12049 4787 12033 
4793 12085

• For Tornadoes, Severe Tstms, Flash 
Floods, Special Marine Warnings

• Support wider warning distribution 
through the web, cell phones, PDAs

• Goal - to improve the accuracy of 
warnings and minimize the impact on 
residents outside the polygon area

• Based on GIS technology with use of 
lat/long

• NOAA Weather Radio - still whole 
county-based warnings 
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Enhanced Area Forecast 
Discussion
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• Where the AFD is 
intended as a glimpse 
into the thought 
process behind the 
forecast – the EAFD 
takes it a step further 
by adding images

• Web based

• Updated with the 
standard AFD

• Version/History 
available
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Now Playing !Now Playing !

• NOAA Weather Radio 
Update

- New Blaine Transmitter

- Serves Western Whatcom 
County and the San Juans

- Dedicated on Sep 24

- Provides This Region with
All-Hazards EAS Service 
for the First Time

- Area Hazards

- 2010 Winter Olympics
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state – 95%+ of population
Now 22 stations serving the 
state – 95%+ of populationComing Soon – Upper CowlitzComing Soon – Upper Cowlitz



And if the forecast does not bear out…….And if the forecast does not bear out…….




